Behavioral issues in pediatric epilepsy.
Children with epilepsy have more behavioral and cognitive problems than children with other chronic illnesses and children in the general population. Risk factors are multiple, probably involving a combination of neurological, seizure, family, and child variables. Problems with attention and symptoms of depression occur frequently but may be unrecognized. Anxiety disorders and psychoses are less common. There are very few studies defining most effective therapies for behavioral problems in children with epilepsy. Education, group psychotherapy, and psychopharmacology have been used with success.